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Why is this happening to me?
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2. Activity Status
3. Specific Policy Instruments

1. Legislation
2. NES
3. NPS
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5. Plans

4. Fishhooks

The Line-Up



Where it all fits in

District Plan

National Strategy



Activity Status
Resource Consents are granted/denied by Councils

Permitted Activity – YES you can do it if you meet the 
conditions.

Controlled Activity – you need a consent. Meet the 
conditions? Consent is a sure thing.

Restricted Discretionary Activity – you need a consent. 
The council can look at specific things to decide if you get 
the consent. Not guaranteed, but not too hard.

Discretionary Activity – you need a consent. Council 
can look at whatever they want. Consent isn’t a sure 
thing.

Non-Complying Activity – you shouldn’t be doing that… 
You need a consent. High risk of a No. It might be notified. 
It might be expensive

Prohibited Activity – NO. You can’t do that. No consent.



Wait – so what is a Deemed Permit?

A ‘deemed permit’ is a mining privilege that was granted 
under legislation prior to the Resource Management Act 
(RMA) coming into force. These mining privileges were 
deemed to be water permits (like a resource consent) when 
the RMA became law. 

All deemed permits expire on 1 October 2021.



Questions so far…



Legislation
This is The Law. 

E.g. Resource Management Act 
1991

 Written by Govt
 You can usually put in a 

submission
 Can stick around for hundreds 

of years
 Implemented through national 

and local policy instruments
 Enforced by councils, govt 

departments, police etc.



E.g. National Environmental Standards 
for Plantation Forestry

 Written by Govt: e.g. MfE, DoC, MPI
 These are regulations – similar to 

laws
 They are instant rules
 Get to put in submissions before 

they’re finalised
 Enforced by councils
 Councils issue consents under 

these regulations

National Environmental Standards
Hard ‘n Fast Rules



National Policy Statement
Thoughts and feelings 

E.g. The NPS for Freshwater Management

 Written by Government: e.g. MfE, DoC, 
MPI

 High level goals, targets, and policies but 
not rules

 Public consultation prior to writing, 
submissions allowed once notified.

 Councils have to change their plans to 
implement the NPS

 Plan change process undertaken before 
this becomes rules



E.g. NZ Biodiversity Strategy, 
Canterbury Biodiversity 
Strategy

 Written by Govt

 Consultation + submissions

 Implemented by Councils

 Other Plans etc have to 
align

Strategies
I had a dream…



Plans
Regional, sub-regional, district

Creates:
Objectives – what they want to achieve
Policies – general philosophies to assess 
things against and help with interpretation
Rules – for permitted, consented, and 
prohibited activities

Made by the regional, district, or unitary 
council.
Must align with national policies, local 
strategies, other plans (e.g. Canterbury 
Regional Coastal Environment Plan.
Monitored and enforced by the council that 
makes it.



Plan Process

Environment 
Court

Red outline 
indicates 
where you 
get a chance 
to give input

Ecan uses Zone 
Committees who 
write ZIPAs. 
Other councils 
likely to use this 
model in the 
South Island. 
Environment 
Southland is 
using the 
Regional Forum 
instead



Things to watch out for

‘Meaningless Fluff’
It’s never meaningless… 
E.g: 
Hold the line = Lock it down = Grandparenting.

Aotearoa New Zealand’s indigenous 
species and their habitats are secured and 
thriving. (Draft NZ Biodiversity Strategy)

Habitats are secured = SNA = lock it down
Prefer: future is secured

Consultation
Engage. This is YOUR future.
Offer solutions
You do not have to choose between only 
chocolate and vanilla

Read Documents Together
They will interact. 
The people who wrote them might not 
have realised that.

E.g: NPS Soils vs PC7 LWRP vs 
Freshwater Package for vegetable 
growers

Think Big Picture
Short term gain vs long term gain
Private benefit vs community/sector benefit
Wider implications

Discussion Document
Where are the crunchy bits? The limits, 
targets, rules?
E.g: NZ Biodiversity Strategy. NPS Highly 
Versatile Soils



For Example



Questions?




