
 

Preparing for the 

Hearing 
 



 

Videos – Advice about the hearings  
 

 

Colin told you about the hearing from a farmer’s perspective. Andrew told you about the 

hearing from a commissioner’s perspective.  

 

You may like to record any notes or ideas here… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brainstorm Template 
 

 Did you comment 

on this provision in 

your submission? 

Why do/ don’t you like this provision? What would a better alternative be? 

(remember to stay within the scope of 

your submission) 

Evidence I can use to back up my 

statement 
Proposed plan s42A report 

Stock Exclusion 

 Policy 18 

 Rule 70 

 

  

  

Physiographic Zones 

 Polices 4-12 

 Physiographic 

Zones Map 

Series 4 

     

Intensive Winter 

Grazing 

 Policy 16 

 Rule 23 

 Glossary 

     

Subsurface Drains 

 Policy 30 

 Rule 13 

 Appendix N 

     

Cultivation on slopes 

 Rule 25 

 Appendix N 

 

     

Farm Environment 

Plans 

 Appendix N 

 Rule 20 

     



BEFORE THE Southland Regional Council 

 

IN THE MATTER OF  Southland Water and Land Plan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT OF (your full name here) 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact for service: 

Name:  

Phone:  

Email:  

  



STATEMENT OF (your full name here) 

 

Scope of statement  

 

1. This statement:  

 

a. Introduces my farming business, and the ways that I farm to the natural capability of 

my property  

 

b. Outlines which parts of the proposed Plan will make it difficult to continue delivering 

these on-farm environmental gains;  

 

c. Specifically, I will focus on:  

 

i. Stock Exclusion - Rule 70 

ii. Physiographic Zones - Polices 4-12 

iii. Intensive Winter Grazing - Rule 23  

iv. Etc.… 

 

d. Outlines alternative ways to better meet the Plan’s objectives; and 

  

 

e. Outlines my future vision for my farm 

 

 

 

 

  

Transfer the sections that you will 

comment on from your brainstorm 

template. 

 

You may like to write your own 

‘scope of statement’ but feel free 

to copy out this one if you would 

prefer.   



Introduction 

2. … 

 

3. …. 

 

 

4. … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In this section write the following: 

 Paragraph 2: Your farm, where it is the size, your 

farming systems 

 

 Paragraph 3: Your family, how long you’ve been 

farming, number of generations etc. 

 

 Paragraph 4: Tell the commissioners that your 

ethos is to farm sustainably and to the 

environmental capability of the land. Give some 

examples to demonstrate this ethos – i.e. outline 

all the environmental things you do on your farm, 

such as: 

 

o Area under covenant 

o Talk about your soils and how you farm to 

their capability/ what you do to manage 

them 

o Other retired bushland 

o Wetlands/ sediment traps 

o GMP that you use 

o Waterway fencing/ riparian management  

o Critical source management 

o Farm plans (Focus Farm Plan or Land 

Environment Plan or other) 

o Catchment group that you belong to 

o etc.… 

 

 This section is important, but not the most critical 

thing you want the commissioners to walk away 

with –  try to keep this section to a maximum of 2 

pages.  

 



Specific parts of the Plan that I am commenting on  

 

Stock Exclusion 

 

5. …  

 

6. … 

 

7. … 

 

8. … 

 

 

Physiographic Zones 

 

9. …  

 

10. … 

 

11. … 

 

12. … 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

13. … 

  

Use the ideas you developed in your brainstorm 

template to complete this section.  

 Talk about the notified Plan and the 

recommended changes (if any) from the 

s42A report.  

 

 Say what you like and/or don’t like.  

 

 If you don’t support this rule, can you identify 

other ways that you could reduce sediment 

and pathogen discharge into waterways.  

 

 What evidence can you show to bring your 

story to life for the hearing commissioners?  

 

 Try to weave in examples from your 

introduction section – to reiterate that story 

about how you farm sustainably.  

o How does this part of the plan affect 

your ability to farm, your family, and how 

you manage your farm for the 

environment, and with future 

generations in mind? 

  

 Paste your evidence into your hearing 

statement as you go. 

What are the key take home 

messages you want to leave 

the commissioners with? 

Now repeat for the next section – try to use 

different examples if you can.  



Example:  

Hearing statement to the Canterbury Land and Water Regional 

Plan, Plan Change 3  



  



  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are here to help you – please get in touch any time 

 

Corina Jordan 

Environment Policy Manager – North Island 

75 South Street, Fielding 

Mobile +64 27 202 7337 

Corina.jordan@beeflambnz.com 

Julia Beijeman 

Environment Policy Manager – South Island 

1/585 Wairakei Road, Harewood, Christchurch 

Mobile +64 27 406 4274 

Julia.beijeman@beeflambnz.com 

 


