
How many animals 
on your farm aren't 
reaching their 
potential?

WHAT YOU CAN SEE
•	Swollen droopy ears
•	Sunburn or scabbing
•	Yellow tissues (eyes, gums,  

skin, vulva)
•	Frequent urination
•	Runny nose or eyes
•	Restless & irritable
•	Seeking shade

WHAT YOU CAN’T SEE
•	Liver damage
•	Poor growth in young stock
•	Weight loss
•	Fewer lambs born
•	Reduced milk production
•	Lower reproductive 

performance

Visible FE 
(Facial Eczema) 
may be only 
the tip of the 
iceberg
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What does it do to the animals?
The spores of the fungus produce a toxin, 
sporidesmin, which primarily causes liver and 
bile duct damage leading to reduced production 
(meat, milk, and wool). These signs of disease are 
hidden and can go unnoticed. 

In some animals, this liver damage will lead to 
obvious signs of disease such as photosensitisation 
(hiding from the sun) and sunburn on lighter areas 
of the body like the face and udder. 

Facial eczema causes pain and suffering and can 
reduce the average lifetime productivity of the 
animals by up to 25%.

It is thought that for every animal with obvious 
signs of disease, there could be at least 10 or more 
animals with hidden signs of disease. 

What is Facial Eczema (FE) 
Facial eczema (FE) is a serious disease affecting grazing 
livestock. It’s caused by a toxin produced by a fungus 
called Pseudopithomyces toxicarius. This fungus grows 
in warm and humid environments, mainly in ryegrass 
pastures where there are high amounts of leaf litter. 

There’s no cure for FE. Even if animals survive, they may 
never fully recover. Their health and production can stay 
compromised for life.

Facial Eczema 101
FACTSHEET

FE affects

Liver damage

Sunburn or scabbing Seeking shade

Scan to explore the resources
Practical tools to help protect your stock

Farmers’ Facial Eczema Toolkit

The toolkit covers 
everything from 
spore counts and 
zinc dosing to 
pasture tips and 
breeding advice.



