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Southern South Island Regional Overview
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There are an estimated 1,360 commercial sheep and beef farms in the SSI Farmer Council region. The SSI
Farmer Council region includes Southland, Gore, Invercargill, and Clutha districts. The farm characteristics
reported below show Otago-Southland data for Farm Classes 6 and 7 (which includes Central Otago,
Queenstown-Lakes and Dunedin City districts) and South Island data for Farm Classes 1and 2.
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(Source: OSPRI, estimate

N® Dairy 192,400 ha W Sheep & Beef 992,300 ha
s Forestry 171,800 ha 2 Horticulture 3,300 ha

(estimated Ag., Hort. and Forestry area, SNZ 2023) February 2024)
Farm Characteristics by Farm Class

Average B+LNZ Otago-Southland* 2024-25 forecast (Sheep and Beef Farm Survey)

Average Average Area Sheep  Beef Cattle Total livestock Stocking EBITRm EBITRm Sheep: beef Lamb Sales

Farm size Grazed At open At open At open rate $ per Farm $ per ha ratio SU Prime

Total ha  +Cropped ha SuU SuU SuU SU/ha %

@ Farm Class 1* 9,099 7,955 8,401 2,507 12,024 1.5 342,800 43 70:21 34

@ Farm Class 2* 1,681 1,485 4,458 1,731 6,518 44 238,400 161 68:27 50

@ Farm Class 6 810 652 4,371 970 5,702 8.7 284,900 437 77:17 74

@ Farm Class 7 299 267 2,376 321 2,803 10.5 166,000 622 85:11 92

Area On average, sheep and beef farms increased in size over the past 20 years, mostly driven by Hill Country farms (Farm Class 2). Stock Units total
stock units per farm increased over time driven by more cattle SU. The current sheep:beef ratio is estimated at 79:16 for the weighted all farm classes
average (79% sheep SU). Profit in 2024-25 is forecast to increase following two low-profit seasons, when lower farm-gate prices converged with high farm
expenditure.
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The Southern South Island Electoral District comprises the southern part of the wider Otago-Southland survey region. Otago-Southland data is presented here for
Farm Classes 6 and 7, and South Island data for Farm Classes 1 and 2. Regional farms estimate from StatsNZ Ag Census data 2022.
*EBITRm=earnings before interest, tax, rent and management wages. It allows farms to be compared on a debt-free, freehold, owner-operator basis.



