
ST1Visual Soil Assessment Score Card - 
Soil Indicators

Visual indicators for assessing soil quality under hill country land uses

Visual Indicator of Soil Quality  
(see soil resources on  
www.beeflambnz.com for details)

Visual Score (VS)
0 = Poor condition
1 = Moderate condition
2 = Good condition

Weighting VS Ranking

Degree of soil erosion x 3

Surface relief x 1

Topsoil depth x 2

Organic Matter (Humus) x 2

Soil structure and consistence x 3

Soil porosity x 3

Soil colour x 2

Number and colour of mottles x 2

Earthworm counts x 2

RANKING SCORE (Sum of VS rankings)

Soil Quality Asssessment Ranking Score

Poor < 10

Moderate 10 – 25

Good > 25
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