
Shepherd (Casual)
Carries out livestock 
tasks, typically 
unsupervised. Paid on 
an hourly basis.

$

Entry Level LeadershipIndependent

Shepherd (Junior)
Assists with day-to-day 
tasks with livestock 
and machinery under 
guidance. 

$

Tractor Driver
Plans and implements 
arable programmes, 
applies fertiliser, and 
manages machinery.

$ -$$

Fencer (General)
Carries out fencing, 
general maintenance, 
and stock tasks on 
daily instructions.

$

Shepherd (General)
Carries out daily 
shepherd tasks, such 
as animal handling 
using working dogs.

$ -$$ Farm Technician
Provides specialized 
support for farm  
operations, often using 
technology and data.

$$

Fencer
Carries out fencing and 
general maintenance 
tasks, often working 
independently.

$ -$$

Head Shepherd
Leads shepherd tasks, 
makes key livestock 
decisions, and reports 
to the manager/owner.

$$

Stock Manager
Manages stock  
movement, and leads 
day-to-day stock 
operations / planning.

$$ -$$$

Farm/Block Manager
Directs all production, 
staff, and environmental 
management for a 
single farm.

$$$

Farm Supervisor
Oversees daily farm 
operations and  
manages a team of 
workers for a set period.

$$$

Operations Manager
Manages operational 
plans, budgets, and 
oversight for a complex 
multi-business farm.

$$$

Business Manager
Oversees multiple farms, 
managing finances, 
strategy, and staff.

$$$ -$$$+

Director/Trustee - 
Land Trust or Farm
Oversees the long-term 
direction and financial 
health of a farm or trust.

$ -$$

Farm Owner/Leasee
Develops farm plans, 
manages stock, leads 
day-to-day operations, 
and all key decisions.

$$$+

To learn more about the sheep and beef sector,  and how to excel your career visit :  beef lambnz .com

GovernanceManagement

Sheep and Beef Career Pathways

Pathways into Sheep and Beef 
roles via other industries:

- via Cropping and Harvesting

- Pathways via Dairy industry roles

- Pathways via Shearing roles

Salary bands 
(exclusive of total packages)

•	 $ - $30,000 to 60,000

•	 $$ - $60,001 to 90,000

•	 $$$ - $91,000 to 120,000

•	 $$$+ - $120,000 or more


