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IENLEECM Narrow tailhead, holes.

MR SIS Sharp angles, tap shaped.

Sharp angles, prominent
W shape hips to spine.

Notches just visible, very
sharp ridge.

il ldlof M Ends of individual ribs sharp
and clearly visible.

Slight depression, V-shaped
line pin to hip.

BCS 4

Beef Cow Body Condition Scoring reference cards

Refer to the Beef Cow Body Condition Sccoring Guide for more information
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IETLGW R Narrow tailhead, shallow
holes.

MRS Discernable, triangular.

Smooth corners on hips,
slight W shape hips to spine.

No notches visible, obvious
ridge.

N eleddlo S Ends of individual ribs
rounded but visible.

Slight depression, U-shaped
line pin to hip.
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Refer to the Beef Cow Body Condition Sccoring Guide for more information
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IEILEEGE Tailhead slightly widened, PIN BONES SPINE
no holes.

M I Discernable, rounded.

Rounded hips, slight W
shape hips to spine.

| |

TAILHEAD HIPS

i Smooth ridge. /\
i elgld[os] Ends of individual ribs not m
visible, sharp line.

Slight U shape pin to hip.

SHORT RIBS

i |
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IENLEECE Wide tailhead, no holes.

MRl i I-L Indistinct, rounded.

Rounded hips, almost flat
across to spine.

Slight, smooth ridge.

I eJgd{[oI Ends of individual ribs not
visible, rounded line.

Flat line pin to hip.
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iRl Wide tailhead, with fat rolls. PIN BONES SPINE

el |ndistinct, well covered,
slight bulging with fat.

Smoothly rounded hips, flat R

across to spine.
TAILHEAD HIPS

Tiny ridge.
A
(i1 cd¢o 8 Ends of individual ribs not / \
visible, rounded line.

Full muscle, starting to
bulge.

SHORT RIBS

/
BCS 8

Beef Cow Body Condition Scoring reference cards beef+lo®

Refer to the Beef Cow Body Condition Sccoring Guide for more information






IEILEECN Wide, high tailhead
surrounded by fat.

IEILEERE Wide, high tailhead

SN Indistinct, well-covered,
surrounded by deep fat.

bulging with fat.

SNl n = Indistinct, well-covered,

Very smooth rounded bulging with fat.

hips.

_ Very smooth rounded hips.
No ridge.

_ No ridge, wide flat back.
il ddlF M Very rounded line.

Slelgd Il Line barely visible.

Rounded, full muscle,
bulging. Bulging muscle/fat.
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Resources

These reference cards have been sourced from content published in Beef + Lamb New Zealand’s
Beef Cow Body Condition Scoring Guide.

To source the full guide, go to beeflambnz.com

Search “cow bcs”.

These resources are made possible by sheep and beef farmer investment in the industry. Beef + Lamb New Zealand is not liable for
any damage suffered as a result of reliance on the information contained in this document. Any reproduction is welcome provided
you acknowledge Beef + Lamb New Zealand as the source.

, - %'« MASSEY B e e
beef+lc® ¥inzB PAV\U’ oxveRiny  AGFIRST

new zealand INFORMING NZ BEEF UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND



